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Be Careful What You Wish For... By ]lm Kruse
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should have studied archeology in college. It woulkl
have helped with the restoration of the #22_ What
oo e & Sraight forward fypbcal sprint
ing but
50 vears

first appeared

car bullt in the 30°s turned out to be an
#22 sat hidden in plain sight for owver
Palnted red with a broom, it had an interesting but ratty
leoking DOHC motor and an unknown history when my
wile bought it. |:n-.|.'| you read correctly. My wife bought it.
My Dad had raced a SOHC Hal ;
in the 50's and wlked fondly ol some
day having another one. Sowhen this
car came up, with what we thought
was a DO Hal it was a listhe bit ke
going down memory lane. Afler all
we did have an empiy space in the
shop. Little did we know then, this
tired sprinter was something special
When we ol the CAr hOme, we
remaved the body All of the panek
appeared to be original and not beat
up. [hat does not happen often. But we immediael saw
a problem. The original sluminum bell housing was re-
paired poorly after breaking at least twice. This was dlearly
caused by the rear radius rod geometry that was off by
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nearhy bvo inches. That probably ssved the motor as most
of these Hak were grenaded at some point. It hs 1d to drive
errible
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ako showed this wag not the v e ol motor thie
nally. The Inz@llers of the Hal knew miothing
about b IMI-. peomeiry. |E probably taved their lives

ition to the geometry being off, the top right
shoe of the frame along the engine appeared to be really
rn.]ngle-i AL some polng 1t obvioushy had a different mo=
tor shoe hormed in. We laer discov-
¢red this “frame damapge” was really
"Hand Forming™
mnk part of discovering the history
wat unknown but
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anidl was an Impaor

The rear end
somesne had
wieked on new
plates that carr
drums of w
RIEERE Wills 50

cut off the ends and
ones with backing
ied 12-inch brake
make, The
thick we 'I'--u-,:h'. the
drums were ¢ painied hlack, and that
went for all the chasgis componens
Grease, some hlack paint and a bt of red over Spray was
how the car was presented But under the greass, there
was chrome Everywhere.
She was a beautiful car when new. And she was a
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tav Cortint. MHe way killed at Safem Speedwa
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good car. Well worn, bast mot
broken, Most of these cars
wWere used up and thrown
away, But this ligtle red
spriner had & guardian an-
gel and survived

The decision was
made to just get it running,
The Hal appeared to be in

et Hemies

Clan & wife Mirriam Corbirr

searching the owners mis-
spelled mname hand
painted on the car as Dr
AL E nat Bowles
He was planning on com-
ing to Winchester with his
father, Dr. Mark Bowles I1
borm in 191H. the buikler
of the 822

Mr. Bowles' story |5

Howes

predy godod shape, the ra-
diator held waer and the
transmission and brakes

worked The dual Winfield SR's looked nice and the Basch
mag had good spark. But befors we pulled the motor to
freshien it up, we decided to take the car to Winchester for
the 0 Timers meet. That is where the #22's history came
to light.

Prior to the meet, | had spoken to a gentleman
named Mark Bowies | had discovered his name by re-
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' 7 ane far another day, but
his career highlights in-
chudke qualifying 14th at Indy in 1940, owning Wincheswer
‘_-i|:-|,'-|_'|.|l.-.,j:.' in the 50's. becoming a nuckeEar sclentisy was
instrumenial in our nuckar submarine development and
a professor at Princeton where he retired in 1983.
Mark thought for sure the car we had was his
father's first sprint car, Hisso powered, on a specially con
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successiully

Corbitt. (killed in 194
Yalem Speedway af
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enough, when we
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W Inchester,

WENL Jver the car explain-
ing why 822 was

15 [IENt as possine and Lhe

nag drive of the Higso. 1
e documenied by Bay Buns in the 6th addition of Amer

can Hacing in 1947, The car was how he remembered it
with the EXCEPTIONn Of T nose It had a Drever fat shell

originalk and the 0T Was |||;_;|'.I v lbow. He was aod sure
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whio hie sokd i to

Hiszo sprint cars were very
special Using half of the W8 air-
plane engine, they were 358CI
S0HC and ook a slentsd driver
as max RPM s were abowt 2800
They began showing up In the
late 1920% but raced successiully
as lnte a5 1954 by owner Specdy
Helm, Hisso powened cars won
many leatures and wWere a very
special part of American racing
hiq‘.n:lr__.' with drivers like Mauri
Riose, Rex Mays and Frank Brisco
Ta my knowiedge, of the roughhby
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15 cars that compeied un-
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numbers, onke 3 survive to

der

day, Inchiding my car. mak-
ing them extremely rare

With this im mind, |
decided totry to find a Hisso
motor. No luck. S0 we
moved forward with the
freshening of the Hal It was
how the car ended IS Ca-
reer, 80 I wad sl very au-
thentic. The motor was
mken apart and carefully
EXamined every way pers-
sible. The block was Model
B and was bane. The vahe
guides and seas had never
heen cul. The o were all
Hal | beam style connected
to Hal pentrood pistons. At
keast one piston had been
“lizsed” by one of the 2 inch
valves, [t was just secongds
from disasier

All of our engine ma-
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chine work was pel farmed by
C&P Machine in Fort Wayne, In-
diana. They are one of the few
shops that okl these types of
project with open arms. The oyt
inder bones were extreme by worn
and unusable. They were bored,
sleeved and re-hored to stumsdand
The pistons. which were over-
SiEe
standard he ring grooes were

wire ako re-machined to

re-cut to accepl modern rings
The rods, along with the entire
azsembly, were magnafluxed
and found to be sound

The crankshaft was a dif-
[erent story. It had several
cracks and was in bad shape. The cracks were
wieked, and the journak and Lhrows Wene aio
welded and re-grounded to standard size. Hal
used Ford V-8 60 bearings, which C&F were
able to ob&in. The main line was completehy
re-machined and line bored The cylinder
head peeded some tricky machine work aka
The valve seals were hadly eroded and sunk
in. The hemispherical shape does not allow
much roam for cutting new valve Seams, and
CEP carefully sccomplished this with wery
pond results. The cam drive sysiem was totalby
worn out 50 everything was replaced with
new. This required some
custom fabricated sprock-
¢is and gears. The two oil
pumps were In excellent
shape and reguiréd noth
ing
The aluminum chitch hous
img was broken and had
been wekhed several times
in its past. It carried the
typical 28 Ford multiple
dizc chatch, which was re
mined My Dad fabricaed a
mew 12
snd incorporated a VETY
small but strong modern
starer, which works won-
derfully. (Lheck it out ot
lim Kruse Sprintcar on
Vo |
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